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Vear My Dog Tag Proudly...

By MAGGIE MAE...WITH RONNI DIAMONDSTEIN

'm a dog—a very special dog. I'm

a black-and-white, Toy Parti
Poodle. My name is Maggie Mae,
and I am the Inside Chappaqua
Roving Pup Reporter. With a nose
for news, I will give you the dog's
eye view of Chappaqua and
beyond.

January 13, 2008 was my lucky day.
[ was 12-weeks-old and came to
live in Chappaqua, a town [ have
grown to love. Next to eating, one of
my favorite things is to walk around
town. I have an elegant pink plaid
leash that matches my collar.
Hanging from my collar is a metal
tag that was put on by my veterinarian. It tells everyone
that I got my rabies vaccination. One day my owner added
another tag that makes a jingle-jangle when I walk. I did-
n’t like the sound, so I decided to find out why I needed
this other tag, which my owner calls a dog license.
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On our next walk down town, I went straight to the
source—New Castle Town Hall, where Town Clerk Jill
Simon Shapiro works. Iknew that was the place to sniff
out the answer. She told me that the state and town
laws require all dogs to be licensed. Wearing the tag was
a good idea, she said, because dogs sometimes get lost
and sent to a shelter. Without the new tag, that might

» 2o me. If I got lost, the tag would tell people who
ey would take me back to my home.

What Ms. Shapiro told me made me feel a lot better
about the jingling tags. Then I told her that I have a
microchip under the skin between my shoulder blades.
“That’s a good idea,” she said. “If your collar came off
and you got lost, people could still find where you lived
and take you back to your owner.” I felt safer than ever.

I have rules in my house, and there are other rules for
dogs which zare on the town's website

http://wunw newcastle-ny.org/. Our town has a Dog Control
Officer named James Moore. He enforces the town and
state dog codes and investigates complaints about dogs
in town.
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In my travels down the streets of Chappaqua [ meet
dogs every day [ wondered how many dogs lived in New
Castle. “We have approximately 1,400 dogs licensed in
our town,” Ms. Shapiro told me. “That means there is
one dog for every 4.5 tax parcels”” I sure have a lot of
other dogs to meet!

I asked her if she met them all when they came for their
licenses. “Contrary to popular belief, people don't need

Getting the scoop at Town Hall, Maggie Mae meets
with Jill Simon Shapiro, Town Clerk, and Town of New
Castle Supervisor Barbara Gerrard.

to bring their dogs into Town Hall
for their licenses,” she said. “Just
the paper work will do.”

My visit to the Town Clerk was fun,
and I learned a lot from her. When
I see other dogs with their license
tags it makes me happy to know
they are loved by their owners, just
as I am. As I hurried home, I wore
my license with pride and wagged
my tail at the jingle of the tags.
Gee, I hope there is a treat waiting
for me at home!

MAGGIE MAE lives in Chappaqua with
her adoring owner RONNI DIAMONDSTEIN,
who, when she isn’t walking Maggie is
a freelance writer, PR consultant, award-winning photographer
and a School Library Media Specialist and teacher who has
worked in the US and abroad.
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