
Launching Writers’ Workshop 
with 

Jackie and the Books She Loved 
 

Jackie and the Books She Loved is the perfect book to launch Writers’ Workshop for 
any grade! 
 
Let’s get started! The framework for the Writers’ Workshop has four components. 

Mini-lesson 
Modeling 
Worktime 
Sharing 
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First… 
Read aloud Jackie and the Books She Loved.  Have the students look at the cover and 
see what they predict based on what they see on the cover. 
 
*Ask the students what Jackie liked to write.  
 
*Ask the students what Jackie liked to write about.  
 
Next… 
*Talk about the creators of the book: the author and illustrator  
*Ask the students to summarize the story in their own words. 
*What did they learn about Jackie? 
*What kind of work did she do? 
 

 
 
 Then… 

 
Follow up with the activity sheets: 
*Write Like Jackie! 
*Be an Inquiring Photographer Like Jackie! 
*Be a Journalist Like Jackie! 
 
Follow the framework for Writers’ Workshop: model, write and 
share! 



 

 

Write Like Jackie! 
 

When Jackie was a little girl she wrote and illustrated poems and stories often 
about family animals and things she loved. She wrote birthday poems for her 
mother and father.  Her mother collected her early writings that had were hand 
written with artistic borders. They were tied together with bits of ribbon or 
brightly covered string. 
 

Write stories and poems like Jackie did! 
 
The first poem Jackie wrote was entitled “Christmas.”  
Write about your favorite holiday. (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day….) 
 
The poem “Sea Joy” that Jackie wrote when she was 10 years old is in Jackie 
and the Books She Loved. 
Write about a place that you like to go. (The zoo, the beach, the library….) 
 
Jackie wrote stories about her dogs. 
Write about one of your pets or animals you like. ( dogs, horses, birds…) 
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Be An Inquiring Photographer Like Jackie! 
 
Jackie was the Inquiring Camera Girl. She asked people a question and took their 
photograph. Brainstorm some questions you can ask friends and family.  
You’ll need a notepad, pencil, or pen and a camera.  

For example: What’s your favorite food? 
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Always follow up with the question “why?” 

You’ll get a juicy answer! 
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Be a Journalist Like Jackie! 
 

Jackie wrote news articles when she was covering Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation in 
1952 for. Want to be a reporter like Jackie? Follow these steps to writing your news 
article.  
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1. Pick your topic: Have a plan for what you want to write about.  
2. Brainstorm story topics. Write about something that interests you: a 

person, place, event, or thing. 
3. Research your topic: Find out as much as you can about your topic. It’s 

always good to have more information than you need. Think about what 
you want to know about the topic and develop questions for yourself to 
answer and if you are going to interview an expert.  

4. Conduct interviews: Interview experts on your topic. If you are writing 
about an event, interview the person who is organizing it. If you are 
writing about your dog, interview a veterinarian or dog trainer. Primary 
sources make the article more interesting. Be sure to take good notes. And 
follow up with a thank-you note!  

5. Write the first sentence: A good first sentence or lead for the story will 
grab the attention of the reader and they will want to continue reading!  

6. Write the rest of the story: Be sure you answer the following questions: 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? Use direct quotes to make the 
story more interesting.  

7. Revise and edit your first draft: Read your rough draft aloud. Have a friend 
or a parent read it and see if they have any suggestions to make the story 
better. See if they have any questions that you didn’t answer in your story. 
You may write several drafts, but that’s okay!  

8. Create a headline: The headline or title of your story should catch the 
attention of the reader. Look at a newspaper or magazine and see which 
headlines grab your attention. That’s what your goal is.  

You are now ready to publish! Have fun on this journey!  

 
 

 


